Articles

1
Complete the gaps, using the definite article, indefinite article, or zero article.
a) I live in _____ city of Prague.
b) ____Brno is _____ best city in _____ world.

c) I live in _____ flat in Red Hill Housing Estate.

d) Red Hill Housing Estate is near _____ Europe Street.

e) You pass _____  Dlouhá Street on _____ way to _____ airport Ruzyně.

f) _____ airport is _____ busy place, but _____ assistants there are very helpful.

g) _____ biggest airport in _____ Europe is in _____ Frankfurt.

h) _____  Bonn is not _____ capital city of _____ Germany.

i) _____ Germans are _____ very clever and friendly people.
Note: For sufficient training see A2Z Grammar exercise 5.

2
Complete the quotations, using the definite, indefinite, or zero article.
a) ___diplomat is ___person who can tell you to go to hell in such a way that you actually look forward to ___trip. (C. Stinnett)
b) ___dog is ___only thing on earth that loves you more than you love yourself. (J. Billings)
c) ___Americans like ___fat books and ___thin women. (R. Baker)
d) ___accountant is ___man who is hired to explain that you didn’t make ___money you did. (Anonymous)
e) ___actor’s ___guy who, if you ain´t talking about him, ain´t listening. (Attributed to M. Brando)
f) ___optimist is someone who thinks ___future is uncertain. (Anonymous)
g) ___death is nature’s way of telling you to slow down. (Anonymous)
h) ___diplomacy is the art of saying ´nice doggie´ until you can find ___stone. (W. Catlin)

i) ___equality is ___lie - ___women are better. (Anonymous)
j) ___birds do it; ___bees do it; even ___educated fleas do it. Let’s do it. Let’s fall in ___love. (C. Porter)
k) I always pass on ___good advice. It is ___only thing to do with it. It is never any use to oneself.  (O. Wilde) 

l) I love acting. It is so much more real than ___life. (O. Wilde)
m) Never put anything on ___paper, my boy, and never trust ___man with ___small black moustache. 
(P. G. Wodehouse)

n) Nothing is illegal if ___hundred businessmen decide to do it, and that’s true anywhere in ___world. 
(A. Young)
o) Remember that as ___teenager you are at ___last stage in your life when you will be happy to hear that ___phone is for you. (F. Lebowitz)
p) Save ___water, shower with ___friend. (Anonymous)
q) ___happiest time of anyone’s life is just after ___first divorce. (J. K. Galbraith)
r) Treat ___work of art like ___prince: let it speak to you first. (Attributed to A. Schopenhauer)
s) When I was ___boy of fourteen, my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand to have ___old man around. But when I got to be twenty-one, I was astonished at how much he had learned in seven years. 
(M. Twain)

t) When I was born, I was so surprised that I couldn’t talk for ___year and ___half. (G. Allen)
u) A banker is ___man who lends you ___umbrella when ___weather is fair, and takes it away from you when it rains. (Anonymous)
v) California is ____great place – if you happen to be ___orange. (F. Allen)
w) Writing about ___art is like dancing about ___architecture. (Anonymous)

3
Fill in the gaps with the definite, indefinite or zero article.

Elsa, (1) ___ German company, has demonstrated (2) ___ 18-inch flat display called Ecomo 4D, which is designed for 3D applications used by (3) ___ design engineers. This 3D monitor is controlled by (4) ___ advanced graphics card, and 3D viewing is possible without (5) ___ special eyeglasses. (6) ___ system displays different pictures for (7) ___ left and right eyes, supported by two display layers. (8) ___ upper one works as (9) ___ kind of prismatic layer that sends the different pictures to (10) ___ appropriate eye. (11) ___ position of the eyes is registered by two integrated cameras. (12) ___ intelligent eye-tracking system combined with (13) ___ controlling device synchronizes the prismatic layer and position of the eyes.

4
By doubling (1) ___ resolution of existing liquid-crystal displays (LCDs), IBM has created (2) ___ monitor which, when viewed from (3) ___ 18 inches away or farther, shows images that (4) ___ human eye finds indistinguishable from (5) ___ real thing.

The T220, as it is called, measures 22 inches across (6) ___ diagonal, and displays 9.2m picture elements (pixels). That monitor gives it (7) ___ resolution of 200 pixels per (8) ___ inch, twice (9) ___ previous state of the art. This achievement has come as (10) ___ result of gradual improvements in optics, liquid-crystal chemistry and microelectronics made by IBM groups.

At (11) ___ current retail price of $22,000, the T220 is hardly going to be flying off (12) ___ shelves. But it will be ideal for (13) ___ hospitals. Historically, radiology has been (14) ___ driving force behind (15) ___ development of high-resolution screens.

5
To set up (1) ___ Wi-Fi network in your home or office, you simply buy (2) ___ base station, plug it into (3) ___ phone socket or (4) ___ high-speed Internet connection and hang it on (5) ___ wall. Using unlicensed radio spectrum, (6) ___ base station communicates with (7) ___ computers within 100 metres or so, provided they are equipped with (8) ___ suitable plug-in card. It also enables (9) ___ computers to communicate with each other. In effect, Wi-Fi lets you flood a building with (10) ___ wireless connectivity. This has (11) ___ number of advantages. It is often cheaper and easier to link several PCs together wirelessly than to run (12) ___ messy cables all over the place.

6
A satellite navigation system called (1) ___ global positioning system works by measuring (2) ___ time it takes (3) ___ radio signal from (4) ___ satellite to reach (5) ___ receiver on (6) ___ ground. Each satellite continuously broadcasts a signal that gives its position and the time. A GPS receiver compares its own time with the satellite’s time, and uses (7) ___ difference between (8) ___ two to calculate (9) ___ distance. Taking measurements from four satellites allows (10) ___ receiver to pinpoint latitude, longitude and altitude. It takes less than (11) ___ tenth of (12) ___ second for the signal from a satellite overhead to reach a receiver on the ground. What device could keep (13) ___ time that precisely?

7
Big Brother is alive and well all over Britain. More than (1) ___ million cameras now monitor (2) ___ citizens´ movements. That’s more per (3) ___ head of population than in any other country. By one reckoning, (4) ___ average commuter can expect to be caught on film (5) ___ 300 times between opening (6) ___ garden gate in (7) ___ morning and returning at (8) ___ night. Glance upward in almost any town center for proof: (9) ___ wall-mounted camera – sometimes in (10) ___ bulletproof casing – trained on (11) ___ shoppers below. Over (12) ___ last 10 years the police and local communities have invested hugely in (13) ___ technology. Figures suggest that (14) ___ network of cameras in a town center can reduce (15) ___ crime by 70 percent.
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