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Mixed tenses

1.	Fill in the correct tense.
a)	John /leave/…………… Anne two days ago. She hardly /eat/………… anything since.
b)	So far Anne /be/…………. in the house by herself for two weeks. During that time she /refuse/………… to open the door to anyone.
c)	John /begin/…………. listening to English recordings regularly last year. Since then his pronunciation /improve/……………...greatly.
d)	He /listen/………….. to English recordings for several months. His comprehension ability /increase/………….. since.
e)	If you /lose/……………….. a book, report it at once. If it /not be found/……………….. within a reasonable period, you /be asked/……………… to pay the cost of replacing it. This sum /be refunded/……………………. if the book /be found/……………… subsequently.
f)	Last week he /not send/……………….. me an SMS text message because he /lose/………………… my phone number, so I /not able to/………………. meet him.
g)	I see that the children /switch on/………………. the T.V. and /watch/……………. an interesting film.
h)	The radio reported that the weather in that region /be/……………. dry since August.
i)	Which of the roads /lead/………… to the railway station? We /want/……….. to arrive there before the departure of the train.
j)	When I came in, the dog /sleep/……………. on the rug.
k)	If you /go/…………….. to the kitchen, you will find milk there. But I don´t know if the milk /be/………….. sour.
l)	All the time you have been toiling in your office, I /enjoy/……………… myself on the beach. We /not have/…………….. a drop of rain since we /arrive/……………………... But unfortunately this time next week I /travel back/…………………..
m)	We will leave as soon as the car /be overhauled/……………….. But I don´t know if the overhaul /be completed/………………. by 10 o´clock.
n)	After I /do/…………… all my work, I /want/…………….. to go home, but I remembered that I /leave/…………. my umbrella in the hall, where I /put/………….. it to dry, and I had to go to fetch it as it /rain/…………...

2.	Read the telephone conversation between Mr B. and Claude, the travel agent. Put the verbs into the correct tense.
C		Good morning. Fairweather Travel, Claude speaking. How can I help you?
Mr B	Good morning. I /look /…………..at your brochure on holidays in Cape Town and the Western Cape and I /wonder/…………..if you could give me some information?
C 		Certainly, Mr ….?
Mr B 	It´s Barker, Mr Barker.
C 		Well, as it happens, Mr Barker, I /go/………….to Cape Town myself last Christmas. I /never, be/…………….there before. I /do/…………some research for Fairweather Travel, so I /get/……………..to know the city pretty well.
Mr B 	Really! Then you´re just the person to talk to. Tell me, /feel/……………….you safe? There /be/…………….so much unrest in South Africa recently.
C 		Well, Mr Barker, I /visit/………….many countries on behalf of Fairweather Travel, and I have to say that I /feel/………………very safe the whole time I /travel/……………round South Africa.
Mr B 	That´s reassuring. My three children /learn/…………all about South Africa at school. They /look forward/……………..to seeing Table Mountain. My wife /hope/………….to sample some South African wine. /be/………….that………….possible?
C 		Oh, yes indeed. There are tours to many of the vineyards and wine cellars. Your wife /be able/ …………..to try some really good wines. South Africa /produce/……………some of the best wine and brandy in the world.
Mr B 	How interesting. Well, you /be/……………..most helpful. I /get/………….back to you as soon as possible, after I /discuss/…………it all with my wife. Thank you very much. Goodbye.
C 		Goodbye.

3.	Read about Pat and Ronald Thomas, who live on a train. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct verb form.
At home on a train
Pat and Ronald Thomas /not live/………….in a caravan, but their home /travel/………….more miles than
any other house in Britain! Their house /make/………..from a pair of Victorian railway carriages, and they /live/…………there for ten years. “I /not want/…………to live in a train at first,“ admits Pat, “but when I /see/…………. that this train had a garden with a stream, I just /fall/………… in love with it. We /buy/……….it from an old lady, and she /do/………… a lot of work on it already. But there is a lot left to do and we /make/………..still improvements.“
Visitors are often surprised to see how spacious the house is. All the dividing walls /remove/…………, so now the rooms are about fifteen metres long.
Pat and Ronald /pay/……………….. £ 68 000 for their house. Recently they /offer/………….more than
£ 100 000 for it, but it´s not for sale.
“I /discover/……….. more and more about the history of this train all the time,“ says Ronald. “It
/build/………..in Swindon between 1855 and 1875. We /work/………..so hard to make it beautiful that I don´t think we /sell/…………ever ………… it,“ he admits. “I hope it /remain/…………..in our family forever.“

4.	Put the verbs in brackets in this text in the most suitable form.
Dear Sue,
I /think/………… I´d better write and apologise about what /happen/………….on Thursday. I /not, usually, behave/……………..that way at parties, but as you probably /realise/…………, I /be/………..rather drunk when I /arrive/……….. I /be/…………never …………as drunk as that before, but I /have/………….
an explanation. You /see/…………, on my way to the party I /meet/………… this old friend of mine while
I /come/………..out of the pub, which I only /pop/…………into to buy you a bottle of wine. By the time we /talk/…………..over all our news, I /realise/………..we /drink/…………. rather a lot, but I very much
/want/………….to see you, so I /leave/………….my car at the pub, and /walk/………….over. I /really, not,
mean/ ……………to break the window, and I /come/…………..round next Monday to repair it myself.
I /not, think/……………it /be/…………very cold in the meantime. I………… also /write/…………to your
mother and I /apologise/………..for saying what I /say/………….to her. You /know/………..how much I
/like/………..her.
I /hope/………..that by the time I see you next Monday you /forget/………..my unforgivable behaviour. I /decide/…………never to drink again.
Your foolish friend,
Ken
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