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FUTURE TENSES

Expressing the future – Revision
The future with will, be going to and present tenses

'Will' for instant decisions
1	Say what your decision is in these situations, or what you offer to do.
	Use these verbs: post, have, answer.
a	 The phone is ringing. You are the nearest person to it. ____________________________
b 	The choice on the menu is fish or chicken. You hate fish. ____________________________
c 	Your friend has written a letter. You are going to walk into town past the post office.
_______________________________________________________________________________

'Be going to' for predictions based on the present situation or 'will' for predictions of a probable development (a
less certain prediction). These forms are often interchangeable.
2	What would you say in these situations? Make predictions using these words: rain, get wet, happen.
a	The sky is full of dark clouds.
__________________________________________________________________________
b	Now it´s starting to rain. There´s nowhere to shelter, and you haven´t got an umbrella.
__________________________________________________________________________
c	The future situation is uncertain. What do you think ________________________________

Present continuous for fixed future arrangements, especially social and travel
arrangements.
3	Write a sentence for each situation describing future arrangements. Use the verb in brackets.
a	Claire has just bought a plane ticket to Cairo dated 15 May. (fly)
__________________________________________________________________________
b	Mark has arranged a meeting with his boss at four o´clock this afternoon. (see)
__________________________________________________________________________
c	Matthew and Daniel have booked a tennis court for tomorrow afternoon. (play)
__________________________________________________________________________

Present simple for a timetable X Present continuous for fixed future arrangements
4	Put the verb in brackets in the correct form.
A:	What __________ (you/do) tonight?
B:	Oh, __________ (I/go) to the cinema with Vicky and a couple of other people. The film
__________ (finish) quite early, so __________ (we/go) to a pizza place afterwards.

Intentions, timetables, arrangements, predictions
5		Complete the sentences using different verb forms to express the future. Use the prompts given.
a	Express your intention to have a rest.
I _________________________________________________________________________
b	Express the idea that the timetable shows the start of term on 6 September. (start)
The term __________________________________________________________________
c	Predict a world war in five years´ time.
There _____________________________________________________________________
d	Express the idea that Laura has agreed to be in the office on Saturday. (work)
She _______________________________________________________________________
e	Give your prediction of a probable fall in prices. (probably)
Prices _____________________________________________________________________

Present simple / present perfect in future time clauses after when, while, before, after, until, etc. The present perfect is used instead of the present simple to show that the first action will be completed before the second, eg I´ll lend you the newspaper when I´ve finished it.
6	Put the verb in brackets in the correct form.
a	As soon as the next lecture __________ (finish), we´ll leave.
b	Don´t worry! All we have to do is wait here until someone __________ (find) us.
c	We __________ (play) tennis this evening as long as it __________ (not/rain).
d	I´m sorry you´ve been waiting so long, but it will be some time before Brian __________ (get)
back.
e	I __________ (look after) your cat while you __________ (be) on holiday.
f	Once Terry __________ (get) over his illness, his performance will improve.

7	Fill in the blanks expressing the future with a suitable form of the verb given.
The Maxi-Shop company is going to build a huge new shopping centre on the edge of Millingham. When the project (1) __________ (be) complete, there (2) __________ (be) hundreds of new jobs for local people. But not everyone is happy. “We (3) __________ (fight) this plan,“ said a spokesperson for the local Environment Group. “Just think what (4) __________ (happen) to our contryside. When shopping malls (5) __________ (cover) the whole country, there (6) __________ (be) no green fields left. So we (7) __________ (hold) a protest meeting tomorrow evening at the town hall. It (8) __________ (start) at half past seven.

FUTURE CONTINUOUS AND FUTURE PERFECT

Future continuous: will be + . . . -ing for an action which will be in progress in the future or which will
happen in the course of events.
			eg	I´ll be waiting for you when you come out.
				I´ll be seeing you again.

Future perfect: will have + past participle is used to talk about things which will already be
completed before or by (not later than) a particular point in the future.
			eg	They´ll have stopped serving meals by the time we get to the restaurant.
Note
A continuous form is also possible: will have been + . . . -ing
			eg	They´ll be tired when they arrive. They´ll have been travelling all day.

8	What will life be like in the year 2100? Complete the sentences using the prompts given.
a	Life __________ (become) more automated by then.
b	By 2100, computers __________ (take over) many of the jobs that people do today.
c	The earth´s supplies of oil, coal and gas __________ (run out) by that time.
d	 __________ (scientists / find) other sources of energy by the end of 21st century?
e	The world´s population __________ (increase) to around 30,000 million by 2100.

FUTURE CONTINUOUS x FUTURE PERFECT

9	Put the verb into the correct form.
a	I __________ (not/finish) my work by the end of the month.
b	What do you think you __________ (do) in five years´ time? __________ (you/still/study) at CTU?
c	By next April I __________ (pay) £3,000 in income tax.
d	Microsoft has spent a lot of money on developing a new product. By the time it goes on sale, the
company __________ (spend) over $5million.
e	In fifty years´ time we __________ (live) entirely on pills.
f	Simon started to learn English when he was 10. He is still learning the language. When he´s 20, he
__________ (learn) English for 10 years.
g	Don´t phone me between 7 and 8. We __________ (have) dinner then. Phone me after 8 o´clock.
We __________ (finish) dinner by then.
h	Air hostess: We __________ (take off) in a few minutes. Please fasten your safety belts.
i	Tim is travelling around Europe at the moment. So far he has travelled about 1,000 miles. By the
end of the trip, he __________ (travel) more than 2,000 miles.

Review of the future

10	Put each verb in brackets into an appropriate tense.
1	The European heads of state __________ (meet) in Brussels on 3 October.
2	There´s been a bomb warning. No one can go into the building until the police __________
(search) it.
3	I won´t buy a new monitor till the price __________ (come) down.
4	Why are you getting out the jack? – We have a puncture and I __________ (change) the wheel. – I __________ (help) you.
5	By the end of the month, I __________ (work) for this company for a year.
6	The sun __________ (rise) at 5.45 am tomorrow.
7	Tourist: We´ve only got five hours in Rome; we __________ (leave) at six; but I´m sure that we
__________ (see) everything of importance by then.
8	You say you´re getting a coach at nine. What time __________ (it/get) to London?
9	I´m going to get to the airport early. I can read a book while I __________ (wait).
10	__________ (you/read) this book by the time it´s due back to the library? – Yes. I __________ (finish) it by then.
11	They´ve brought a rope and they __________ (tow) the car to a garage.
12	Can I borrow your bike on Monday? – I´m sorry, but I __________ (use) it. I always cycle to work.
13	I´ll have much more time next week because I __________ (do) all my exams then.
14	It´s a lovely day. __________ (we/go) for a walk?
15	In three years´ time the bridge __________ (be completed).
16	Why´s he putting the camera on a tripod? – He __________ (take) a group photo.
17	They __________ (lay) the foundations next week.
18	By the end of the year all our debts __________ (be paid) off.
19	I´ll give Polly the news. I __________ (tell) her when I __________ (see) her this evening.
20	It´s quite a long way, isn´t it? We __________ (walk) about five miles by the time we get back, I´d say.
21	Who __________ (work) with you on this project?
22	I´ve come out without any money. – Never mind, I __________ (lend) you some. How much do you want?
23	No one can predict what Carol __________ (do) next.
24	When winter __________ (begin) the swallows will fly away to a warmer country.
25	We __________ (go) on holiday next Monday. This time next week we __________ (lie) on a beach in Turkey.
26	__________ (you/drive), please? I don´t like driving at night.
27	Ben and Petty are on holiday in Europe. They __________ (visit) seven countries by the time they get home to Canada at the end of the month.
28	It´s very hot in here. I think I __________ (faint).
29	I´ll come at three o´clock. – Good, I __________ (expect) you.
30	I haven´t bought any cigarettes because I __________ (give) up smoking.
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