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Conditionals
ZERO CONDITIONAL (=certainty)
- 	is used for things that are always true as long as the condition is met.
If you heat water to 100°C, it boils.
I get a headache if I drink coffee.

FIRST CONDITIONAL (=real possibility in the future)
- 	is used for things that will happen when the condition is met.
If she gets good grades, she will go to the university. (=but not with bad grades)
We will eat in the garden if it is sunny tomorrow.(=but not in the rain)

SECOND CONDITIONAL (=imaginary present or unlikely future)
- 	is used for:
a. 	things that are unlikely to happen, because the condition is unlikely to be met.
	If I won a lottery, I would never work again.(=there’s a very small chance to win a lottery)
b. 	imagining things that are different from the actual reality
	I would learn the saxophone if I had more time. (=I don‘t have enough time)

Note: The verb TO BE after ‘if’ in 1st and 3rd person singular can take two forms – either WAS or WERE. The first one is mostly used in spoken English.
Example: If I were you, I wouldn’t do that.

THIRD CONDITIONAL (=imaginary past)
- 	is used when talking about the past and imagining something different from what actually happened.
If you had asked me, I would have helped you. (=But you didn’t, so I didn’t).
We would have gone swimming if the weather had been better.

Verb forms used:
	CONDITION 	RESULT
ZERO 	present	present
	If you eat too much,	you get fat.

FIRST 	present	future
	If you eat too much,	you will get fat.

SECOND 	past	conditional
	If you ate too much,	you would get fat.

THIRD 	past perfec	 would+past infinitive
	If you had eaten too much,	you would have got fat.

NOTE:
You can come across other tense combinations, such as:
If (will), (will) – If you will wash the dishes, I will do the ironing. (You are convincing someone that you will do something in return for their doing something).
If (would), (would) – very polite form, mostly used in written English.
I would be very grateful if you would be so kind as to send me the information as soon as possible.

Exercises:
1.	Choose the best sentence beginning.
	Example: If I live/lived to be 75...

a.	If I live/lived to be 75,...
b.	If dogs can/could talk,...
c.	If I go/went shopping next week,...
d.	If Switzerland starts/started a war against Australia,...
e.	If the government gives/gave everybody a month’s holiday with pay,...
f.	If I am/was the most intelligent person in the world,...

2.	Circle the correct forms.
a.	I’m not going to get up early tomorrow. If I have/had time, I’ll/I’d walk to work.
b.	If I have/had time, I’ll/I’d walk to work, but it’s just not possible,
c. 	‘I may get a job in Germany.’ ‘If you get/got it, what will/would your boyfriend say?’
d. 	‘There’s a job in Germany, but I don’t think I’ll get it.’ ‘If you get/got it, what will/would your boyfriend say?’
e. 	We never leave food on the table. If we do/did, the cat will/would eat it.
f. 	‘Shall I put this on the table?’ ‘If you do/did, the cat will/would eat it.’
g. 	I’ll probably go to university. But if I go/went, I won’t/wouldn’t earn any money for three years.
h. 	I’m not going to go to university. If I go/went to university, I won’t/wouldn’t earn any money for three years.

3.	Getting up early is bad for you. Read the prompts in the box and make sentences.

	Get up early → catch the 8.15 train → sit by a beau>ful foreign woman → fall in love and marry her → go to live in her country → work in her father’s diamond business → become very rich → go into politics → die in a revolu>on

Example: If I had got up early, I would have caught the 8.15 train. If I had caught....

4.	Put the verbs in brackets into the correct form.
a. 	If you (find) ________________a wallet in the street, what would you do with it?
b. 	I must hurry. My friend will be annoyed if I (not, be)_________________ on time.
c. 	I didn´t realise that Gary was in hospital. If I (know)______________ he was in hospital, I would have gone to visit him.
d. 	If the phone (ring)________________, can you answer it?
e. 	I can´t decide what to do. What would you do if you (be) ________________ in my position?
f. 	A: What shall we do tomorrow?
	B: Well, if it (be) _________________a nice day, we can go to the beach.
g. 	A: Let´s go to the beach.
	B: No, it´s too cold. If it (be)_________________ warmer, I wouldn´t mind going to the beach.
h.	 A: Did you go to the beach yesterday?
	B: No, it was too cold. If it (be) ________________warmer, we might have gone.
i. 	If you (have)____________________ enough money to go anywhere in the world, where would you go?
j. 	I´m glad we had a map. I´m sure we would have got lost if we (not, have) ______________________  one.
k. 	The accident was your fault. If you (drive) ___________________more carefully, it wouldn´t have
	happened.
l. 	A: Why do you read newspapers?
	B: Well, if I (not, read) ____________________newspapers, I wouldn´t know what was happening in the world.
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